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The old “Perny Cyelopudin,” published nearly
forty yvears ago under the anspices of the Socieiy for
the Dilfusion of Useful Knowledge, wos, in its time,
oneof the most convenient and practical of all die-
tionaries of generad information in the English Tan:
guange. It was, perbaps, haddly  comprehe
enough for n work of such generous dimensions; in
the departinents of biogmphy and geography, os
pecially, ite editors ruihlessly saeritiesd multitae
of medionre celebrities and overlooked myriads of
fourth and Hfth-rate towns and rivers which no we oll-
ordured evelopadin now-u-days thinks it propet 1o
be withont. Tis areingeinenty moreavern, Wwias de-
foetive; for, thongh its plan was atphahetical, the

les
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Nahmemannic remedies, nre not manucrm\d at all, or
at any rate not in their slphabetical place, Passing
over those defoeis however, it i@ mich pleasaniar
task Lo study (he positive exeellonces of the book,
jally tha vompletoness with whieh nlost
disonsied.  As specimens ul
{he hest qualities of the work, we o do 1o more
than point so the variong artieles on Agriculiure—
“ Agrienltnral Twplements,” * Arru:-nllur'ﬂ Riadis-
tien” (though these are noluter than 150), ** Cotton ™

« Corn Lawa,” ** Avoustica,” * Aberration of Light”

and othess of the classes to which these helong. They
are valuable snmmarios, which would alone give toe
| English Cyelopasdia high character, even were there

less to recommond it ag a general aliciionagy of
knowledge.

sl erpeci
all 1he leading tepics nro

THE OCTOBRER MAGAZINER
I In the Atlautic Monthly, Mr. Senator Wilson
wiyves o pungent pejoinder to the Hon, Jereminh S

Hinek's steietiros In the June  munber of “The
division of suljects was far from complote, and tialnxy,” ou  the sketeh of the lale Beeretary
dhere was & puealing abundanee of crves- '_‘f' Staiton  contributed by the  former fo a previons
evenves from  volume 1o valume, from  indivie b ppnper of “The Atluntic” Mr. Wisen rofors te

tivatise.  To connterbalines I hils " nt as belongiog to s clnss of publlc men who

dnal topic to generic .
thesy dofoets, it was anusually tich and valuable in

§iw articles on napural history andd the mechanie arts,
written in o great mensure by experts from oviginal

sources of information ; its leading hiographies

wore excellent, and iis historical snuymavies left little |

mid for complaint. A number of wood-cuts,
principally illnsteations of plints and animals, and
disginnis of wachivery, and problems in matural
philosophy, quaint pnd vade ns they nre now begin- |
ning to lovk, were ereditable works of art forty

years ago, and certainly added to the value of the |

book even if they condributed Jittle to its adorn-
ment. The work in faed 45 a4 whole was so thor-
onghly doue that it lnsted far beyond the uveraje
Tife of cvelopmadios, and nuch of it is even now avail-
able in its original shape.
passed into the hands of the late Mr, Clinrles
Knight, 8 gentloman who will Jong be gratefully
semembered for his indefatigable Inbors in open-
dng for the people  cheap, short  outs  to
knowledge, and he undertook to give it o tho- |
engh revision and remodeling. The renovated
work appearsd under the title of *The English
Cyelopaedin.”  The ontlay for literary lubor on the
old “ Penny ™ hsd been abont £45,000: the additionnl
ontlay for liternry Lubor on the new *“ English,” we
are teld, was “ quite in proportion to that branch of
upmliturl‘ on-ite predecossor.” One of the great
problems in publishing a cyelopaedia is how 1o be
quick enough, If the work i allowed Arag,
the tirst volime becomes pntiguated before the Inst
leaves the press.  To mect this dittienlty, My, Knight
divided Lis work into four sections, plocod viach in
the Lhands of a separate corps of assistants, and
carriod on the pablicotion of a1l fonr simultanconsiy,
Thus he seenred compurative freshness of intelli-
genee, and without undue basie completed his enter-
prise in o short space of time, A supplementary
volume tollowed eacl of the four dividions, covering
subjeets which had aeqgmired prominence and fucts
which haod heom b to Heht during the progovss
of the work.  Ti the advantaees of this divisional nr-
eangenents are ol oo, s compensating disadvant-
ages e iob less eloar, There is o groat sacriiee of con-
weuivnoe of poferemee, for 1t often happens that one
Jooks for & title e a eyelopedia without knowimg
0 what departuent it belongs, amd sometimes i may
be necessary to fake down fonr velimes bhefore one
finuds the desived information. There are sulijects
absr wliieh i 1 not ensy to elassdty, o in the doubt
to which section they properly refer 1 here s dingey
of their being alvogeihor omitted.  There are sub-
jeete which belong to two classes, smd if the prin-
eiple of * The Fnelish Cvelopoedin ™ is followed, most
e treated partly under Natwval Histay, and partly
under the Arts and sciences, the vonscqnence of
whivh s cmbarrmsament to the writers and editor,
s well inconvenienoe the seavcher after
knowlodge, Wheilier these objectiong are strong
enoueh to connterialance all that may e sabl in
favor o Mr, Kuight's plan is a disputed question,
Our own prefevones, founded npon considernble ex-
porictee of he werits sl defocts of different evelo-

L to

pading, s for o strictly alphabetieal arramgement ;

who will not seree with s

old

Bt there nre man)

I recustiog the Peony  Cyelopuedin”

wlasses of suly

entitled 1o o place, amd waking the new

boen for its scientific charaefer,

evelopedia in the English languaze,

tices are  rommkable
racy, nepartiality,
trietive  style than
wm a book reforence

part, though inconveniently

for  completeness,
und a0 more  polished  aml
nsially
the

arrangod,

(T

of

wlar portion of the work. 1t is this portion which
we have just reccived, as the first installment of o
new pssue of * The English Cyelopedia ' now offered
to Amerienn readers, The sapploments iwlich we
biave ot vet seenl will bring the information, we are
s, down to the present time, and give,
wther ot ters, o full geeount of American affaing, The
biographicnl division embraces living clsrueters,
: o whale wark W Wl aupri: 2

The volunes now before us bear tht dufg of 1968, bat
wre really abont ten yeurs older than thf, e cor-
rections and aldditions which huve become necsssary
minee their ovigiog] publication ot being made in
the body of the text, ot reserved for the =opple-
They could bhardly hoave heen made here |
indeed without & eamphte reconstruction and re-
Yasting of every pawe, and the cyclopmdin is certuinly
not old enongh to necessitate any such expensive |
Whoen the time comes for deing i,

2T gquarte volumes,

TN

Sroguns ik | hint

About 1556 the copyright |

Mr,
Eutght groatly endarged s seope, introducing whole
cts which Yuud ot before been thonght
dictionary
slmest ns vudoable Tor its folluess is the old one had
It is still sorpassed
in compreliensiveness by a few modern works of the
wame kynd, Bt Wy o fow anly; while in scholagslop
andd thoronghness of treatment it s excelled by no
The depart-
ment of nutaral history retaing the exeeptionally
high character which belonged to it in the original
dictivnary of forty voars ago; the hiographical no-
neen-

“ncoiiters
geographical
the
smnaller towns amd rivers being gronped together,
without regard to wlphabetical order, under the titles
of the provinees or other political divisious to which
they belong, is valuable for its historical notices and
reasonably full fn i1s statisties: and the volumes de-
volted to the aves and seienees have a practieal char-
woter which will muke them probubily the most pop-

with f

| are Jingoring bebind  thelr ap, soured, dlsappointed
| and vindietive, The enly act whileh will curry hils name
|t posterity wis the sinister advice whileh he gave to the

Prestdent on the eve of the Rebellion, and which greatly
| enconraged the Sonthern conspirntors o their plang
for the dishitegratim  of the Unlom,  Mr. Wilson
makes sliort work with his antagonist, and prodnces
ample proof of the reeklessness of his assertions, and the
futtney of his eriticleme,  The ramainhge articles in this
wamber inelade Mr, Parton’s chisrscteriatie porfraltares of
the tentli chapter of lm) nind
ny on

|

“our tseaelitish Brethren,"
 Tuglors novel, = Joseph and s Friend,” an ¢
trony," by F. H, Hedge, w new “Oldtown Fireside story,™
i by Mrs Stowe, “Specklal Tront,” a savory flsh- nm'rr by
| dohim Burvonghis, * Under the sky gty o poew, by G P,
| Crnueh, “Some English Workingmen,™ by Justin MeCar-
thy, and an article of plogsant gossip on Diekens's firat
visit to the United States, by his seeretory,

A lively deseription of Chinese society and
wanners as exbibited in the eity of Peking tiils a proml
nent place in the new nnmber of The Galary, prosenting
the renits of personal observition in an pgrve able form.
severnl pages are devoted to a viodieation of the conrse
of Prosident Buchanan in regard 1o the Rebellion, in
which the writer, Mr. Horatio King, furnishes oo TOnNS
watraets from o correspondence between the late Prosi-
i dent und Wimsolf, which, o his view, affurd conclusive
| testimony o the patriotism, nidlity, and conseientions-
pesaof the *old public funetionary.”  Mr. Kiog's elncl-
duitions nre given in the spiritof friendship rather than
of party geal, sod will be rosd with interest, though they
may fail to produce couvietion, The terrorsof o Cpli-
furtiin journey by stage concl to the Yo Bemite Valley
are feelingly sot forth by Miss Ollve Logan, who is de-
cidedly of apinion that the glgantic trves and splendid
seonery of thut fur-fumed loeality do not compensats for
the perils of the adventure, A paper on the * Private
Phetare Calleetions in Cloetnnatd,” by George W, Wapd,
Hustrutes the progress of Art in that city, showing that
o love of the Beantifil s not gnppressed by devotion to
bsftiess, and Lt her wealthy werclunts are hoaorably
distinguished by thelr Interest in Art, especially in the
productlons of the German school, One of the most
readalile artieles in the nnmber bs Mr, MeCarthy®™s recol
Tections of the King of Prossia at the thme of his coroua-
thon, with a shrewd analysis of his personsl clinracier
and hie present pablie relations,

Putuam opens with an artiele of consideralile
| tterary Interest by Profossor 3. M, Hart, givingan analy-
| sls of & recent German work on Shake mpeare, ko whieh the
| resctlon agandust the prevalling German idolstry of the
great Evglish dramatist finds earnest expression. The
Lok om wlidel the srticle bs founded is Gostay Riimelin's
“Shukespoare Studles of o Beallst,” which prodoced
an  excilement at the timoe of dta  puliication
ahout four years sgo thal has uot yet entirely subsided,
The wilter bas abtempted to treat Bhakespeare b the
same wauner a8 the personnges of spered history have
been treated by certaln sudaclons modern eritles, clear-
| fng away the purple elouds of mythical tradition which

huve enveloped his form, and presenting  hho In

the sobwr Heht of n possible  and  eoncelvable
| historieal character,  Without declaring hi= adhesion to

the views contnined in the voluins, Professor Hart pro,

|
|
|

nonnees 0o masterplece of eviticlsin, with s shoplicity
of style, elearness of econeeption, and directness of
purpose that have never been surpassed ln any
language., Other articles are on the * Causes of the
Prosgion  War,” in which the writor examines the
grounds of the jealousy of France towards Prossia,
wnd predieots that she mnst pay the pennlty of her aggres-
sions on thet country by the sarrender of Alsace aud
Larraing; * Pictures in the Private Galleries of New-
York ; and a slight, but very hopressive, sketch of “ The
Passton Play ot Obersmmergan,” which durfug the lust
Enmper attracted o host of tourists from all pacts of the
world to that secluded Bavarkan valley, The number
P eloses with the usunl editorial and Niersry milseollany, ,

An article entitled *The Great Monopoly,”
i Lippincott, gives a succinet hlstéry of the Westorn
Utidon Telograph Company, showing the vast pesources
of thut powerful corporution, and its relations to the
business operations of thls country, as well us the dithe
slon of enrrent futelligence. Whikin three years anid a
half from the first of Junuory, 1866, this company
put up 8000 mwiles of poles, and 15000 wiles of wire,
while of the old Hnes 8,000 wiles of poles were entirely
renewed, with 15,600 miles of wire, The work of construc-
ton and fpprovement s steadily advaneing, and the
GCompany now owns 53,000 miles of o, with 105,000 miles
of wire connceting 3,800 statlons, aud employs about

TN persOns, Within  the compass  of  §t4
operations 18 embraced  every town  of  lme-
portance on the North Ameddcan eontinent, affording

to each the facilittes demanded by s Joeal position and
necossitles, The arrangements with the press are on an
wmnple sewle, snd with terms so lberal that in one year
wore motter than the entire telegraphle correspondence

of  Europe costing 8,000,000 In gold, was sent
over the wires for $000,000 in  Awmerlean  enr-
reney. Other arteles of Interest In this number are

I the story with which it opens, “The Ghost of Ten
Broek Yan der Heyden" o tale of real life
| spite of its title, related in the froest eolloguinl styie,

10 Porcellsn Fabrik * of Mussen,” describing n curi-
| ous branch of German indostry, * On the English Hust-
ings,” giving the humors of election-day fnn sketeh jess
histories] than fmogduntive, o eritieal cstimate of (hoe
genins of Gusave Fiaabert, the Freneh novelist, nmd o
new fustalloent of Auihony Trollope's new novel, ** Sir
farry Hotspur of Hunblethwaiie"”

The opening titicle in Harper is devoted to
an seeouut of e Young Mep's Cliristion Assocbalion, un
justitution which las come to e an cMelent force ln
widern soelety, and often weewmplishing W ite gwet;

unostentabious Getivity many olyeets of gublle utiliny
| withel uve fuiled to be pentized by the offfcinl organiga-

{3
|
i
z

e .
there are some defects which we st l\ili L o flons of Church und Stute. The movement began
removed,  The system of  cross-referctioes oun | 2% London abont twentyfive yeurs agn, and
el W . o s #l wmid  rapllly tn Fra Bwiizeriand,
il ¢ o distribution of  subject | bis 'since Mpren ; r
bt il the distribution of subjects in Gormuny, aud the Uslted Btates.  Severnl striking

the departients of Geography and Nutvral History
ean be made wmore complete, while in sotoe other des
partments convenicnce of veferonce will he
salted by puesoing just the opposite eonrse, and ol
becting in one article inlormation which m now dis-
persad  smong several. T the volwmes  before
o, for example, the subjeet of Thdes is divided be-

Co-

tween four dittereut articles, nawely @ * Aecelern-
tion and Retardation of Tides,”  “ Tulal Waters wul
Currents,” “ Tidal Hgrbors” and = Waves and |

Tides,” the first wnd last of which certainly
studying this pacticular subject would ever think of
tooking for. We buve to exmnine three volumes to
wet a good accommt of the British Leglslature, finding
w part of it under * Commons, * s part under * Lords,”
sand a part under * Parlisment,” Some emburrass
ment s ulso occasioned by antiquated spelling, re-
tained since the days of the " Penny.” Thus the
title Era is given nnder * Era® and Enigus onder
the old form of ** Enigma.”

We have noticed few important omissions, exeept
wuch @& we may naturally expect to find supplicd in
the supplement, and we have marked no very serions
mistakes. There is a enrions error in the artiele
* Adwiral,”
the United States of Ameriea [an officer] has just
(80 bl this rank and title conferred for his life ;

the fart being that we never bad an adwiral till tlm
appointment of Farragut i 1860, and then the rank
was not limited to o single life, but was made per-
Theve is an article on ** Thrush,” a discase
of ehildren, but none on the very common and very
5

L]
medical remedies do not as o general thing allude to

manenur.

diferemt discase of the same name to which ho
wre pnbject. The wrticles on substances u

he bomeopathie practios, which applies thew to pur-
poses very different from the old school.  Aconite,
Arsenie, Bryonin, and so on, arelargely used by both
kvl
clogadia mentions only the old. Bellsdouna sud
Priaatills, which are commwon and very important

nehaly |

where it is said that “in the Navy of

but in radically opposite ways; yel the Cy-

aneclutos reluted in
tye enorgy  wnd  plock
of wviee have been  nttacked by young mes of
the  Associutlon, aud the redeeiing  influence  which
thoy huve exerted in apparently desperate couditions.
SRl Wedks In Florhdu' gives the personal experienee of
" a traveler dn that land of fowers, desoribing its
secnery, natnral bistory, nnd the peculiar social features
Cof dts populstion,  Auartiole on popular seicnce s de-
Uovotod to the “ Spoctroscape,' Which is justly charaeter-
| jzed ps the most lmpartant discovery of modern thines (o
respect to the developuent of Aoentilic trath. The lneii
vxpositiun of the writer Lrjugs the sulject witlin the
comprelienslon of every reader of Aaversge intelll
geuce, wlthongh he does not andertuke to describe
the results which bave been  oltsined  from  the
Ascovery. The nume of Fraunhofer, the German optl-
clan who first ealled attention to the lnes of the spuec-
trum, §5 uniformly misspelt o the article, doubtless
through the Inadvertence of the proof-reader. Amony
other artieles in this uumber noe o blographical sketeh of
“ Mudsme Mére,” the mother of Napoloon the Groat, a
puger by M. D, Couway, on “The Bacred Flors,” show-
lug the mystical slgniticance of fowers o the legeuds of
different nastions ; and w poem by Charles Landor ow
“The Fuun of Praxiteles."”

with which the strongholds
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